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HONORING ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA 
SORORITY, INCORPORATED MU 
XI OMEGA CHAPTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a group of women 
who have shown what can be done through 
hard work, dedication and a desire to serve 
their community, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated Mu Xi Omega Chapter. The 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Mu 
Xi Omega Chapter has served the Warren 
County community through informational meet-
ings, social and civic engagement. 

Known throughout the world for its programs 
of service, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Incorporated 
chartered the Mu Xi Omega Chapter as a bea-
con of service to the Vicksburg community on 
December 17, 1978 at Bethel A.M.E. Church. 
The Chapter has remained an active part of 
the community through its membership. Mem-
bers can be found working on every level in 
the church, community, and other civic and 
professional arenas. 

Since 1988, the Chapter’s signature pro-
gram has hosted reading workshops and book 
distributions through a partnership with Read-
ing is Fundamental. Additionally, the Mu Xi 
Omega Chapter hosts other community serv-
ice projects on health and wellness. The mem-
bers sponsor the Mu XI Omega Pearls Girl’s 
Club as well as the Biennial Beautillion Pres-
entation for young men. They also partner with 
organizations such as the American Cancer 
Society, the Susan G. Komen Foundation, the 
American Diabetes Association, and the Amer-
ican Heart Association in addressing the 
needs of Warren County and supporting the 
Launching New Dimensions of Service plat-
form. Mu XI Omega supports the sorority’s na-
tional program through its many collaborative 
efforts with organizations in fulfillment of AKA 
Global Impact Days. 

On August 1, 2015 the Mu Xi Omega Chap-
ter along with International President, Ms. 
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson and South Eastern 
Regional Direction, Mrs. Mary B. Conner paid 
tribute to the only two national presidents that 
hailed from the State of Mississippi by unveil-
ing a Marker in their honor. Both Bobbie 
Beatrix Scott and Ida L. Jackson hometown 
was the River City of Vicksburg. While serving 
in the capacity of National President they 
helped to expand AKA’s current national pro-
gram while establishing new programs to con-
tinue to effect social change on a national 
level. Jackson and Scott courageously led 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. during a time when 
women were considered inferior to men and 
certainly not intellectually equipped or suffi-
ciently astute in business to run a major cor-
poration. But these women defied the odds 
and helped to catapult the organization into 
even greater national prominence, allowing the 
voices of thousands of African American 
women to be heard on the national stage. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Mu Xi Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. for its dedi-
cation to remaining a vital entity of public serv-
ice in the Vicksburg Warren community. 
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TRIBUTE TO PETER COWNIE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Peter 
Cownie for being named a 2016 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 640 business 
leaders and growing. 

As Executive Director of the Iowa State Fair 
Blue Ribbon Foundation, Peter continues to 
work hard to improve the offerings and sup-
port for one of our state’s main attractions, the 
Iowa State Fair. His dedication to improving 
and growing the state fair is a true testament 
to his passion for Iowa. Not only is Peter dedi-
cated to his role with the State Fair but he 
also advocates on the behalf of his constitu-
ents as a state representative. He works tire-
lessly to speak for those who can’t speak for 
themselves, and to move the state forward for 
an even better, more prosperous future for the 
next generation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Peter in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better both his community and the great 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Peter on receiving this 
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

HONORING ANDY CREWS FOR 
BEING NAMED CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR BY THE GREATER MAN-
CHESTER CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
extend my congratulations to Mr. Andy Crews 
for being named Citizen of the Year by the 
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Andy’s impact on the Queen City is im-
measurable. During his time with the AutoFair 
Automotive Group he has personally lent pub-
lic and financial support to numerous organi-
zations such as New Horizons, the Man-
chester Boys & Girls Club, the Manchester 
Animal Shelter, Veterans Count and of course 
the Greater Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce. This involvement, in addition to the 
time he spends working with both high school 
and college students teaching valuable life les-
sons, exemplifies his commitment to education 
and generous spirit. 

Andy’s input has always been greatly val-
ued. His service to his country as a member 
of the United States Marine Corps and his 
service to his community serves as a great ex-
ample for others to get involved and stay en-
gaged in assisting those in need of a helping 
hand. 

It is with great pleasure that I recognize 
Andy for all that he’s done to improve the lives 
of people throughout the Granite State, and 
wish him the best on all of his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UKRAINIAN AMER-
ICAN YOUTH ASSOCIATION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 25th Anniversary of 
The Ukrainian American Youth Association, lo-
cated in Whippany, Morris County, New Jer-
sey. 

In 1925, in Kyiv, Ukraine, the Ukrainian 
Youth Association was formed. At the time, 
Ukraine was under Russian Communist op-
pression. The goal of the organization was to 
continue Ukrainian national and cultural iden-
tity and start a struggle against the Russian 
Communist effort to carry out a genocide of 
the people of the Ukrainian nation. From 
1929–1930, the majority of the organization’s 
members were repressed, their commanders 
were arrested, confined in Soviet Gulags and 
in the end, murdered. 

By the end of World War II, many Ukrain-
ians were living in displaced person camps in 
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